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RESIDENT Kennedy's ass 

tion was a shocking nightmare 
when we lived tnrouzh if in reality 
10 years ago. J 


Tt is stil a mind numbing Nivitiiere 
a decade Jater—even in the format of a 
“executive Action,” 
a movie which in it's turn muy stir 
new controversies, renewed speculations, 
@oubts and conclukions reviving as it 
dees the conspiracy theory. 

The sear tissue is sill near the sur- 
face. It may even be more sensitive 
in Dallas. That may make all the more 
stunning the cinotional impact of 
watching that open air 
limousine —° in old 12wsree! footage 
and in re-creation—turn off Main onto 
Mouston, round the corner at Elm slow- 
ing to start down the slope in front of 
the School Book Depository Building. 


Shots ying out. The  Presicent 
slumps forward. Then Governor Con- 
nally. Then the President's wile hovers 


him as the car speeds off to 
If there is any cre- 
the conspiracy theory set 
the senses 


over 
Parkland Hospital. 


forth in “Fixecutive Action,’ 


“are equally unable to accept the fact 
-of the act itself which the Warren Re- 


port conchiled was that of a single 


runman, Lee Harvey Oswald. 
Oswald, as we see again in old 
newsreels, declared he was “a Patsy” 


on one of those ogcasions when he was 
being lead past a swarm of scrambling 


e ‘Aa GS 
Ic NGivmb? 


newsmen jn (se hall at the Dallas po- 
Jice station after his arrest. That ap- 
rears fo supply the key (o “Executive 
Action,” owhich epened Friday at tho 
new Valley View theater, at LED and 
shopping 
centers. 

Jn fashioning the sereenplay for 
“Exccutive Action’ Dalton Triunbo 
Jeaned heavily ena two beaks: Six See. 
onds in Datias,” by Josiah Thomipsen, 
and Svivia Measer’s “Accessories [0 
the Pact'=althoush tae film's: credits 
yend from a ostary hy Donrd Fieed 


Lane, Producer Edward 
a New York interview 
(hat 'Trumbo rad 


story by Lane 


‘and Mark 

Lewis stated 
this week, however, 

original 
cand Breed, because jb pad cone too Gus 
“Many of the us 1 Approved, Or 
supported by fact,” suid Lewis, 


Presidential , 


THI DALLAS, TEXAS "TTI 


g Noveltber 1973 


alone should offer a 


fact 
source of relief to those naturally fear- 


That 


‘ful of any inflamatory smear the film 
might contain against. Dallas. . While 
ii ceriainly dues not play down the fact 
of Dallas in a historie sense, the con- 
spirators of “Texecutive Action” are a 
group of wealthy, dignified appearing 
men operating cut of a mansion jn 
what looks like if may be the country- 
side of Virginia near the capitol. 


They are men fearful of a Kennedy 
dynasy, two terms for John, two for 
Robert and two for Ted. One (Will 
Geer) early states he is us right-wing 
as any of the others, but the specter of 
the rising millions of blacks, browns, 
and Asians in the world and Kennedy's 
determination to bring our men out of 
Vict Nam appears to be the deciding 
Sactor in their plan to remove him from 


office by the only means possible. 
Trumbo very neally avoids any heavy 
messages or poses or posturing on the 
parts of the conspirators. They are a 
cynical group worried about losing an 
conomical posilion, It is as simple as 
“that. ; 
Robert Ryan, who died of cancer af- 
ter the filming of “Executive Action,” 
is the leader of the group. It is Jeft to 
Burt Lancaster, however, as an asso- 
ciate, to put the plan into action, Two 
groups of gunmen go into training. One 
will ultimately draw the assignment 
and be told their target. 


So (not unlike the recent ‘Day of 
the Jackal’, that fictional suspense 
tale inspired by other historic events) 
hegins the step by step process of plat- 
ting “the secnario’--as it is drequently 
referred to. It is decided a motorcade 
offers the best opportunity. When it ds 
announced after a visit to Washington 
from Texas governar John Connally 
that Kennedy will visi the state in the 
fall if is ie that timing will worl 
perfectly, Lt wilt 
“Tc : 
plot narrows in on Dallas because of 
the circumnstanees of the motorcade 
route and the discovery of the fizure of 
Oswald who can be us oot us 
sy.’ 

Yn skillfully. blending together fact, 
with its fietion, “xeccutive Action” in- 
dicvates the conspirators have access to 
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viewer may draw his own conclusions 
about this and other clements, such as 
Oswald's shadowy background, includ- 
ing his stay in Russia which is in- 
ierpreted by the conspirators as having 
possible seerel overtones. 

Seattered through the course of the 
film are many disturbing facts. Lin- 
coln, Garfield and McKinley were all 
assassinated ,and attempts were made 
on both Theodore and Franklin Roose- 
vel, Yet while DeGaulle never appeared 
in public with Iess than: 48 motorcycle 
protective guards, our own President 


was guarded by omy nine. The Secret 


Service men received less pay than the 
FBI. No information was supplied to 
the Secret Service from either the FBI 
or CIA about assassination threats or 
related matters. ‘These nag and tug at 
the viewer disturbingly. ; 

One value of fiction is that it may 
be organized in a more logical pattern 
than reality offen is — as ‘current 
evenis are so vividly illustrating forsus 
“executive Action” there- 
fore is able to arrange its ‘‘secnario’” 
in this-manner. The question of its ac- 
curacy has to be left to the individual. 

Oswald, as the film has it; was not 
even involved in the plot. One gunman 
had a rifle similar to Oswald’s Italian 
Mannlicher-Carcano rifle, a notiriously 
inaccurate weapon. He was in the Dep- 
ository, another was on the Records 
Building, a third on the grassy slope of 
Deely Plaza setting up .a triangular, 
pattern, All escaped in the confusion, 
one muttering in disgust he had hit a 


secondary target. 


As for other Dallas factors events 
here seem only to coincide to the favor 
of the conspirators. We see the hostile 
reception to Ambassador Adlai Steven- 
son here on United Nations Day in Oc- 
tober, 1993, 1963, again with newsreel 
and in fictional recreation. That was 
historic fact. So were the ‘Warrant’ 


continued 


P'§8-01365R000300070005-5 


: tad I (orig wma 


fr Kan 


